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Preface

This book describes the ooDialog framework, which is implemented as an external library package,
and is part of the Open Object Rexx distribution on the Windows® platform. It describes the classes
in the framework and how to use the framework to program graphical user interfaces, (commonly
referred to as a GUI,) on Windows

This book is intended for Open Object Rexx programmers who want to design graphical user
interfaces for their applications.

1. How This Book is Structured

This book is primarily a reference that describes the classes and methods in the ooDialog framework
in detail. In general, each chapter describes a single class and its methods. Although, in some cases
similar classes that do not need a lot of documentation are gathered together in a single chapter with a
subsection for each class. For the most part, the documentation for each class will have a table, at the
beginning, that lists the methods of the class, with a link to the detailed documentation for the method
within that chapter or section.

One slight deviation from that pattern is found in the dialog object and dialog control object chapters
at the beginning of the book. These objects are composed of a number of base classes and mixin
classes. These two chapters list the class methods, attributes, and instance methods that are a part of
every dialog, or every dialog control object, respectively, without much distinction as to exactly which
base, or mixin, class the method comes from. The method tables at the beginning of the chapters will
contain links to the detailed documentation, which may be in another chapter.

The Preface and Chapter 1, contain general information that should be read, or re-read, with every
new release. The rest of the book is wholly reference and the reader can navigate to the specific topic
they are interested in. The Preface, (this section) is intended to give the reader a better understanding
of how to use this reference. As the book is revised, how best to use the book may change. Chapter
1, a Brief Overview, contains general information that all users of ooDialog should know. This content
is dynamic. In particular there is a section on the current release that will contain important information
the user should be aware of in the new release. The chapter also contains a section on common
concepts that all ooDialog programmers should be aware of. As new features are added, or new
misconceptions come to light, this information is also likely to change over time.

2. Document Conventions

This manual uses several conventions to highlight certain words and phrases and draw attention to
specific pieces of information.

2.1. Typographic Conventions

Typographic conventions are used to call attention to specific words and phrases. These conventions,
and the circumstances they apply to, are as follows.

Mono-spaced Bold is used to highlight literal strings, class names, or inline code examples. For
example:

The Class class comparison methods return . true or . false, the result of
performing the comparison operation.

This method is exactly equivalent to subWord(n, 1).

Mono-spaced Normal denotes method names or source code in program listings set off as separate
examples.




Notes and Warnings

This method has no effect on the action of any hasentry, hasIndex, items,
remove, or supplier message sent to the collection.

-- reverse an array
a = .Array~of("one", "two", "three", "four", "five")

-- five, four, three, two, one
aReverse = .CircularQueue~new(a~size)~appendAll(a)~makeArray("lifo")

Proportional Italic is used for method and function variables and arguments.

A supplier loop specifies one or two control variables, index, and item, which receive a
different value on each repetition of the loop.

Returns a string of length length with string centered in it and with pad characters
added as necessary to make up length.

2.2. Notes and Warnings
Finally, we use three visual styles to draw attention to information that might otherwise be overlooked.

e

Notes are tips, shortcuts or alternative approaches to the task at hand. Ignoring a note should
have no negative consequences, but you might miss out on a trick that makes your life easier.

M

Important boxes detail things that are easily missed, like mandatory initialization. Ignoring a box
labeled 'Important’ will not cause data loss but may cause irritation and frustration.

Warnings should not be ignored. Ignoring warnings will most likely cause data loss.

3. How to Read the Syntax Diagrams

Throughout this book, syntax is described using the structure defined below. This is similar to, but
slightly different than, the IBM syntax diagrams used in other ooRexx reference documentation. The
author is calling these diagrams simplified railroad tracks. It primarily strives to limit all diagrams

to 2 lines, and does away with much of the complexity of true IBM railroad tracks. The body of text
following the syntax diagrams, along with this clarifying text, will resolve any ambiguities in the
diagrams.

Note: Not all syntax diagrams may be converted to the simplified railroad tracks at this time.
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How to Read the Syntax Diagrams

In this reference, the syntax diagrams being presented are the diagrams of the syntax for method,
attribute, and routine invocations. The diagrams show the method, attribute, or routine name and the
arguments for the invocation. For method or attribute invocations, the section the method or attribute is
included in, and / or the text itself, make it clear as to which class the method belongs to. The following
defines how the syntax diagrams are to be read:

« Each syntax diagram is for a single method, attribute, or routine invocation,
» Read the syntax diagrams from left to right, from top to bottom, following the path of the line.

The >>- - symbol indicates the beginning of an invocation or call.

The - -> symbol indicates that the invocation syntax is continued on the next line. In most cases
continuation is avoided.

The >- - - symbol indicates that a statement is continued from the previous line.

The ->< symbol indicates the end of a statement.

» The method, attribute, or routine name is the first token, (first word,) on the horizontal line (the main
path). Parentheses enclose the arguments, if there are any arguments.

>>--methodName()---------=----------“------------- ><

» Methods, attributes, or routines that do not accept arguments, stand alone on the main line.
>>--attributeName---------------ccccmeeo oo ><

* Required arguments appear on the horizontal line, (the main path,) within the parentheses.
>>--methodName( --requiredArgument--)------------- ><

« Optional arguments appear on a line directly below the main path.

>>--methodName(--+-------------cu--- L ><
+--optionalArgument--+

» Commas are placed on the same line and immediately before the argument whose position relies on
the comma.

>>--methodName(--argl--+----------- +--,--arg3--+----------- ) ><
+--,--arg2--+ +--,--arg4--+




Getting Help and Submitting Feedback

M

In ooRexx, the arguments to methods or functions are enclosed in parenthesis and each
argument is separated by a comma. The arguments are positional and the commas are always
required to properly place an argument in its correct position. Required arguments can not be
omitted. Optional arguments can be omitted, however, any argument that follows an omitted
argument must be in its proper position as delineated by the commas. If there are no arguments
following an omitted argument, there is no need to include any following commas. But, it is not
incorrect to include the following commas.

In the syntax diagrams in this document, arguments are represented by appropriate variable names
and these variable names are then described in the text for the method. When arguments are optional,
the default value and or behavior if the argument is omitted is also described in the text.

In all cases, the text rather than the syntax diagram should be considered definitive.

The following example shows the described syntax:

>>--createFontEx(--fontName--+---------------- e R +--)-------- ><
+--,--pointSize--+ +--,--additional--+

In the above example, the syntax diagram indicates that the name of the method or routine is
createFontEx. The location of the syntax diagram in the body of this document would clearly indicate
that it is a method of the WindowsExtensions class, that has been inherited by the dialog object. The
diagram indicates that the argument in the first position, fontName is required. The argument in the
second postion, pointSize is optional, and the argument in the third position, additional is also optional.

In addition, the syntax diagram indicates that if the second positional argument is omitted but the third
positional arugment is used, there must be 2 commas preceding the additional argument.

M

Although the reader may prefer to interpret the syntax diagrams in some other way than that just
explained, any other interpretation is not correct.

4. Getting Help and Submitting Feedback

The Open Object Rexx Project has a number of methods to obtain help and submit feedback for
ooRexx and the extension packages that are part of ooRexx. These methods are listed below. For
users of ooDialog, the order listed below is in the order that is most likely to receive prompt help or
support.
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The Open Object Rexx SourceForge Site

4.1. The Open Object Rexx SourceForge Site

The Open Object Rexx Projectl utilizes SourceForge2 to house the ooRexx Project3 source
repositories, mailing lists, and other project features. Over time it has become apparent to the
ooDialog developers that the mailing lists are better tools for carrying on discussions concerning
ooDialog and that the Forums provided by SourceForge are cumbersome to use. The ooDialog user is
most likely to get timely replies by posting questions or comments to the Users Mailing List.

Here is a list of some of the most useful facilities provided by SourceForge.

The Users Mailing List
You can subscribe to the oorexx-users mailing list at ooRexx Mailing List Subscriptions* page.
This list is for discussing using ooRexx. It also supports a historical archive of past messages.
Users of ooDialog are most likely to get a prompt reply to their questions, suggestions, or
comments on that mailing list.

The Announcements Mailing List
You can subscribe to the oorexx-announce mailing list at ooRexx Mailing List Subscri,m‘ions5
page. This list is only used to announce significant ooRexx project events.

The Developer Mailing List
You can subscribe to the oorexx-devel mailing list at ooRexx Mailing List Subscriptions®
page. This list is for discussing ooRexx project development activities and future interpreter
enhancements. It also supports a historical archive of past messages.

The Bug Mailing List
You can subscribe to the oorexx-bugs mailing list at coRexx Mailing List Subscriptions7 page. This
list is only used for monitoring changes to the ooRexx bug tracking system.

Bug Reports
You can create a bug report at ooRexx Bug Report8 page. Please try to provide as much
information in the bug report as possible so that the developers can determine the problem as
quickly as possible. Sample programs that can reproduce your problem will make it easier to
debug reported problems.

Documentation Feedback
You can submit feedback for, or report errors in, the documentation at ooRexx Documentation
Report9 page. Please try to provide as much information in a documentation report as possible.
In addition to listing the document and section the report concerns, direct quotes of the text
will help the developers locate the text in the source code for the document. (Section numbers
are generated when the document is produced and are not available in the source code itself.)
Suggestions as to how to reword or fix the existing text should also be included.

Request For Enhancement
You can suggest ooRexx features at the ooRexx Feature Requests10 page.

! http:/iwww.oorexx.org/

2 http://sourceforge.net/

8 http://sourceforge.net/projects/oorexx

* http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/mailman/

® http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/mailman/

6 http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/mailman/

7 http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/mailman/

8 http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/bugs/

9 http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/documentation/

19 http://sourceforge.net/p/oorexx/feature-requests/
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